THIN DATS IN LONDON
This choice of MacDonald as secretary gave rise to much
:ommcnt and criticism. H. M. Hyndman gives an interesting
estimate of MacDonald as he saw him at that time.
4 As to Mr. Ramsay MacDonald,3 he writes, c he is not a
man I care, to waste much space upon,   I have seen a good
deal of him at various times, and, when he was chosen as
Secretary and became the guiding spirit in the Labour
Party, I felt pretty confident as to what line he would adopt.
Personal ambition has been his one motive throughout    I
do not blame him so much for that.   As was said of a far
. abler and more prominent man, we " did not even object
to his having cards tip his sleeve ;   but we felt a little hurt
when he solemnly tolil us they wen* placed there by Provi-
dence/1   It has been pretty much the same thing on a lower
plane with Ramsay   MacDonald.    At one time I hoped
against hope that nivumslances tending towards Socialism,
Mar.Donaltl would turn in that direction too, as the most
direct path to success.   But he saw his own interest too clearly
to be misled in that way.   So up to now, as will shortly be
manifest to all, he has been acting as a dangerous enemy to
Socialism, while advocating it on the platform and abroad,
whenever he felt it wan tactically advisable to do so without
risking a, direct breach with the Liberal Party.   Although
a good speaker, a fair writer, and a man of considerable
dexterity, what has contributed to give him his political
position tnore than anything else is the fact that he alone of
all the Labour M.IVs has had the advantage of a good educa-
tion, on a higher plane than that of the trade unionists
urnmul hint.    And the opportunity to use this advantage
against both them and us   though, the trade unionists even
now do not see tin* mutter in this light-was his astoxmding
election to the Srrretaryship of the non-Socialist Labour
Party at its first Oonfmuice/1
Undaunted by this criticism, Mac-Donald, as the new
secretary, set U* work to organise independent labour and did
Ms task m sutrcssfully that fifteen I ntlcpciKlent Labour candi-
dates took the fu?ld iit the next election, Three wore elected,
MacDonald htmsiif wan defeated at Leicester.
* Fwtttfr tttminwwnst hy Hrnry Mayers Hyndmnn.